
A BANTAM COIN FOUND IN CAPE TOWN

The following description and blue-print of a Bantam coin
recently found in the excavations for the new dock, Cape Town,
was sent by the Honorary Secretary of the South African
Numismatic Society. The original drawing and description was
supplied to the society by Dr. Keppel H. Barnard, of the South
African Museum, Cape Town.

;

A very interesting coin was recently found in the course of
construction of the new Cape Town Docks and presented to the
South African Museum by the Graving Dock Construction Company.
Considering its immersion in sand under the sea (presumably for
many years) it is in fair condition, the inscription perfectly legible.

It is a Javanese coin, minted at Bantam, bearing an inscription
in Javanese characters. lt apparently dates from the end of the—
XVith or beginning of the XVIth century; at any rate before the
inscription on Javanese coins was changed into Arabic under
Mohammedan influence towards the end of the XVIth century.

A similar coin is described and figured in Netscher and Van der

Chijs’
**

De Munten van Nederlandsch Indi¢ (1863). It is of copper,
3 Ned. inches in diameter, perforated with a hexagonal hole of
about | Ned. inch diameter. The inscription reads

°‘
Pangeran

Ratoe.”” The reverse is blank.
:

The gist of the comments made by the above authors is as

follows: ;

As there is no date on the coin its period cannot be determined
with exactitude. Raffles dates it as 1489, a conclusion based on the
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inscription Pangeran Ratoe, ‘the title by which a prince of Bantam,
who reigned in that year, is recognised by the Javans.” No proof
of this is given. As negative evidence of the age of this coin it may
be mentioned that the earliest European travellers who visited
Bantam make no mention of this coin. They seem to have been
acquainted only with a smaller coin of very bad alloy, probably
copper with a high percentage of tin ('“erger van allooi als lood.”
Houtman, 1596).

The Arabic characters were introduced with the spread of
Mohammedanism. It is possible that before Mohammedanism had
obtained sufficient hold on that country to banish entirely the
Javanese language and writing, towards the end of the XVIth
century, or beginning of the XVIIth, a prince of Bantam still retained
the title of Pangeran Ratoe. 

Diameter 30mm Hole: Awele = Ancle 9mm
Tuickness |= 13 mm Soe - Sie Bmm

Appesr. Approx.  
Ui am nana,

Inscriofion AS PanTi0 4 NETSCHER & van Dez Cuijs    
In a history of Java (1710) it is recorded that an Arabian Sultan,

Pangeran Mohamad, inducted his son, born at Bantam and named
Pangeran Ratoe during his minority, as the first Prince of Bantam
with the name Sultan1in the year A.D. 1615.

The authors figure
a thin tin coin, with circular petfotation,

with Arabic inscription of the reign of Mohamad Bantam 1736-37.
Concurrent with these endemic coins, the Sultan of Bantam by
contract with the Dutch East India Company, 1733, agreed to
recognise as currency the copper duits bearing the Company's mark.

The Bantam coin is on exhibition at the Museum (in the case
containing the model ships upstairs), together with a plaster replica
coloured to make the inscription more visible.


