SOUTH AFRICAN FIVE

In an official minute, 20th May, 1946, Treasury
eppended for my commonts the following oxtract from a lettor,
datcd 1%th May, 1946, sddrossod to thoe Ministor of Finance by
the Bouth Africen Numismatic Soclety -

"Te beg to commend to your kindly consideration
the striking of a commemorgtive coin in honour of the
forthcoming vielt of the King and Queen to the Union of
South Africa, Doubtless there will be g ageoial postage
stemp and medals iesued and there is much that cen be sald
in fgvour of a spocial coin. Commemorstive coins have the
prestige of great antiquity. They have been issued for at
lecast tventy-five centuricz, They are still issued by many
statea inocluding Oanada, New Zealand and Australia in the
Britieh Oommonweglth, The United Kingdom issued s specisgl
‘crown piece for the jubilee of Xing Ggeor¢: the Fifth, some
of which werse struck in gold, The Unitod States of America
lssuc commouorastive coins two or three timee oach ycar and
thoy arc scld by the Min% at a price sbove face value,
though each isgue necessitates a special act of Congress,

It would Ye greatly appreciated if you could receive
say two of our members who would endeavour to show you from
thelr colleotions what has bosn done by other nations in the
way of commemoratire coins.

If you so desire we would be very pleased indeed to
submit suggestions for the design of a commemorative coin
for the Royal Visit. The most handsome coin would be g

/crowm piece,



crown piece. ¥hile millions of half-crowns havo been

issued since Union, it is strange that no crowm hus ever been
nade since the days of President Kruger, Many young

South Africans must never have seen a crown piece,

England, Australia, ahd New Zealand still issue them

though they do not seem to get into general circulstion,"

The suggestion that a crown piece should be minted
received my full support; and in my reply to Treasury I recommendsd
th?t a Springbok be depicted on the reverse of the proposed now
coin,

Five sculptors were invited to submit several designs .
(drawings on paper) depicting a 8pringbok in a manner suitsd
to the somewhat exact requirements of coinage art, (Joen Kendall,
Ooert L., Steynberg, H, Potgleter, James Gardinor, E, Naylor.)

The Right Honourgtle J . H, Hofmeyr, Minister of Finanoe;
Dr, J,E, Holloway, Seocrotary for Financo; H,R, Wilkos, Sccrotary
to the Tressury; and J,P., Roux, Director of the S,A, Mint,
constituted the committee responsible for the seleotion of the
most sultable design.,

One of the designe submitted by Coert L, Stcynberg,
A.R,C,A,, was finaglly decided on, (One of Joan Kendall's designs
was second),

Due to the fact that the first fiv.-—-shilling issue
ghould be a Reysl Visit commemorative one, it was decided to 1limit
the number of ocoins to be struck as follows - (a) five-ghilling
pieces, 300,000 and (b) epeoimen five~shilling pieces, 5,600.
(2,600 of" the picoes mentgonod under (b) were included in gpecimen
sets consisting of all denominations from the #d, upwards).

The previous five-shilling pieces struck in South Africa
wore issued by the South African Republic, Transvaal, in 1893,
They were struck in the Staatsmunt, Pretoria,

The 1947 five-shilling pieces were struck on two old
presses formerly used in the Kruger Staatemunt, These %resses are
No, 8975 and 8976, respectively, and werc made in 1891 by Ludw-Lowe,
Berlin., (During the recent World War the South African Mint was
in urgent need of Coinage presses and thus the old Kruger presses
were overhauled, thoir clutches modernised, and they were brought
into service again., What is more, they are still running very
satisfactorily on produotion at the present time, When they have
termin?ted their useful lives they will be placed in the Mint's
mugeun) ,

The obverse design on the five—~ghllling piece is similar
to that on ths other coins, The modelling in Plaster-of-Paris of
the reverse.of the five~shilling piece was done by Coert L,
Steynberg A.R.C.,A, The deslign deplcts a full %rown runain
Springbok ram just on the point of "Pronking" (showing off), Its
general exproseion is somewhat proud, which is indlcative of our
great, but young country. The depiction of ths Springbok is only
sligh%ly heraldioc, probably "artist's licenc:", is a more correot
description. :

In order to deplot the Springbok aoccurately, photcgraphs
of wild Springbok and paintings by well-known game artiste, were «
consulted; and actual specimens in Museums were studled, I
found J.E. Millgis' immortal werk "A Breath from the Veldt" wvery
helpful, particularly the prints of Springbok on pages 16, 24 and
29.” The work of other authorities, such as Ogptain Cornwallis
Earris and Slater and Thomas, were also found helpful, The



Springbok will "pronk" (show-off) for various reasons - starting
a run, when gambolling, when frightened, when pulling up from a
run, etc,, etc, When showing off, 1t unfurls the long snowy
white hair on its back and haunches.

In the foreground, below the front legs of the Springbok
on the five-shilling piece is ghown Aloe Claviflora. It was first
described by John William Burchell, the celebrated Britigh
Naturalist, in the firet voiume of his work entitled "Travels in
the Interior of Southern Africa", page 272, 1422, He had
091lected the material and made notes relating to it on the
24th August, 1811, when camped at Rietriver in the Frasorburg
gisfrict of tho Capo Province. His publighed note reads as

ollowsg &--

"o halted for the night in a rooky eituation
near a smell river whers the fine scarletd
fiowers of a ngw kind of Aloe decorated the’
bamren rocks, and gave a certein gay, culti-
valted look to & spot, which, without them
would have sppeared a rude, neglected was%e."

Aloe claviflors has megnificent scarlet flowers, the
full bloom being somewhat likc an inveried olub, it is very widely
digtributed in the Faroo, and arid parts of the centrzl ang, :
rorthern sectlons of the Ogps Province, extending into the south-
westorn portion of South West Africa, and it i1z also found in the
Orange Frese Eiate, I feel that Ly having embodied Aloe claviflora
in the deslign of one of our coina, the Sout. African Mint has made
its greatest contribution towards perpetuating the adventurous
splrit and good work of our early explorsxs,

Techniocel details of the five-.shilling piece ars as
follows &~ :

S8tandard Weight conceeess 436,36363 millesimal grains,
8tandard Finensss cesssssss 8/10 fine silver, 2/10
: gc?per or millesimgl fineness
oG,

Remedy Allowanoe ceessesss elght per piece, 2 imperidl
grains, millesimgl fineness




