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A

PREFACE

| was fortunate to have recently acquired a complete set of Union Internment Camp Tokens
in pristine condition. A search in ti&outh Africamumismatic literature revealed that very
little information is available on these toks. This stimulated a number of intriguing
guestions:

1 Why did so few of these tokens survive? Why were larger numbers not smuggled out
of the camps as souvenirs?

1 What were the original mintage figures of these tokens?

1 In which of the camps were the tokensed? There were a large number of camps in
South Africa and why do the early token collectamad the more recent token
cataloguesonly refer to four camps (Andalusia, Koffiefontein, Pietermaritzburg and
Baviaanspoort)?

1 The 1929 Geneva Convention onetfireatment of Prisoners of War state that
oOfficers and persons of equivalent status shall procure their food and clothing from
the pay to be paid to them by the detaining Poweér ! f I NHS ydzYoSNJ 2F
were detained at the Zonderwater camp areCullinanDid these POWs also use the
internment camp token®

1 Some of theltalianPOWSs were used as cheap labour by the farmers and were paid 1/
per day. How were these various payments on the farms facilitated if the internment
camp tokens were nadllowed outside the camp3

Furthermore, his study highlighs the historical significance of these tokens. It is a visual
reminder of theturmoil in the South Africarpolitical arenawhile theSecond World \&F was
raging in Europe and in the Pacifitie loyalty of théAfrikaner nation was split and there was
support for Nazi Germany from groups such as the Osdtrandwag.These tokens are
therefore an important part of the numismatic history in South Africa, but it has been largely
ignored probablyowing to the extreme difficulty of assemblingampleteset for collections.

As there waghe need for a good booklet on these tokens, | collected allittiermation |
could find. The National Archives of South Africa was a treasure trove and | fast@ithe
material | was looking for in two filing boxes. It was evident that nobbdg previously
openedthese boxes and the files were undisturbed sino@asdepositedin the archivesit
was with great excitement that luncoveed information that wa hidden to collectors for
more than75 yearsand | therefore reproduced many of th@riginaldocumentationin this
book. I hope thenumismatic fraternityenjoys this new materialon a rare and historic set of
tokens.

Prof Francois Malan
Juy 2022
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CHAPTER 1

BACKGROUND TO BdBJTH AFRICAN ERNMENJAMP®URING
WWII

Following the end of the Second Boer \Wte Afrikaner nationstruggled to maintain their
identityand culture (Fokkens, 2012)here wasfor examplean overtattempt at Anglicisation
and transforming the Afrikaners into good British subjects. This was strongly supported by t
British Colonial Secretary, Joseph Chamberlaimdno Afrikaanswvas allowedn government
schoolsexcept for three hours a weekhis fostereda strongresentnent of British culture.
There were alscsociceconomic hardships that plagued the Afrikaared the decline in rural
areadorcedmanyunskilled Afrikaners to the cities. Tleeonomy in the citiewasdominated

by the Englishcommunity and thiprevented mangfrikaners from securing job#\s a result
they becamethefi p o o r  \fiter theecentennial celebration of the Great Trek in 1938
Afrikaner nationalism flourished ankdd Ossewdrandwag OB) was formedn Bloemfontein

on 4 February 19B(Van der Schyff, 1991 It was established as a cultural organization, but
its character became increasingly militant during the Second World War.
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Certennialcelebrations of the Great Trek on 8 August 1B88ape TownThese

celebrations ignited\frikaner Nationalism.
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Strong preGerman feelings were prevalent withine Afrikaner communityduring the1930s
After the South African parliament voted in favouréater thewar in supportof Britain, the
Governmentéared an uprisingand a repetition of the 19415 Rebelliorduring World War
|. ThispromptedlS mut s 6 War Ca-émptvenmeasureRroclamateon 201 of 1939
and the War Measures At8 of 1940provided the government wigmergencyowers.The

following are tte relevant regulations in Proclamation 201:

BUITENGEWONE EXTRAORDINARY

Staatshoerant

VAN DIE UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA

THE UNICON OF SOUTH AFRICA

Government @asetté

[Geregistreer by die .Hoof [Registered at the General Post Office as a Nampnper]

VoL, CXVIL] PRYS 6. PRETORIA, |y gf ity 1939, ... ... . PRICE 6d. [No. 2679,

I

Arrest and Detention of Dangerous Persons.

15. (1) The Minister of Defence or the Chief Control Officer or a control officer or a commissioned
officer in one of the forces may cause to be arrested or hiaseBt with or without warrant or

other order of arrest any person whose detention is, in the opinion of the said Minister or the Chief
Control Officer or of the control officer or commissioned officer concerned, desirable in the interest
ofthe Stateomi t hat personds own interest.

(2) The person who has arrested a person undeneguibation (1) shall as soon as may be bring the
arrested person to a place of detention designated undeeguiation (3).

(3) The said Minister or the Chief Control Offiamay designate any place as a place where persons
arrested under sutegulation. (1) shall be detained and may cause any person arrested as aforesaid
to be detained at such place during such period as the said Minister or ¢he Chief Control Officer
may deérmine, and may release him at any time either unconditionally or upon any condition which

the said Minister or the Chief Control Officer may think fit to impose.
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(4) The said Minister or the Chief Control Officer may make rules for the administratiod, go
government of, and maintenance of order at any place designated undeggakion (3).

(5) Such rules may provide for sanctions for the enforcement of such rules, by way of the imposition
of the duty to perform certain specified work in the said elat detention and in connection:
therewith during a specified period not exceeding fourteen days, or by way of a fine not exceeding
ten pounds or in default of payment of such fine, confinement in a specified room, building or
locality for a period not eceeding ten days, or confinement in such a room, building or locality in

company with others or apart from any other person for a period not exceeding twerdgys.

Persons could therefore be arrested without a warrant ifvdEsdeemed necessaifiyn the

opinion of the said Ministér As a resultof thesewar measuresuspectsand enemy aliens

were internedn camps privately licensed firearms and ammunition weoafiscated under
Proclamation 139 of 1940, white trade union activities veeispendednd general supplies

were controlled(Fokkens, 2012)One of the motivatiors for these measuresvas thatthe

military wing of the Ossew8randwag, théi St or mj aer so, was invol vec
On 28 January 1942 there was large scale sabotage of the telephone and powenlams in
parts of the countrfVan der Schyff, 1991 Further examples were the bombing of the Benoni
Post Office, in which a person died, and the robbingaar carrying thevorker wages at the
Venterspost Mine. These thefts were justified by the movement as a measure to support the
OssewaBrandwag families that were needgther menwereinterned inthe camps.

> P .23 = b % 3 3
The Ossewdrandwag éader Dr. JFJ Hans van Rensburgt arally in Stellenboscim
1941.

Fokkens (2012) gives a summary of the canihsion citizens contravening the various
emergency regulations weheld under the War Measures Act without trial arete interned

along withenemy spies and foreign natitmauspected dflegal acts. They were helat six
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internment camps, namely Baviaanspoort, Leeukop, Andalusia, GaZspaterwater(sic)
and Koffiefontein Col. EG MalherbeDirector of Military Intelligence, noted in his biography
that 6 638Jnion citzenswereinterned during the wailhe number of Italian POWgrisoner

of war) captured in Africavere far greatehowever, and they were heldathercamps

The different camps in South Africa are described by Findlay and Ryan (J0@$)clearly
distinguish between thevo types of camps namelgternment campsandPrisoner of War
camps The Internment camps were established to house civilians that were suspected Nazi
sympathisersThe maingroup in this regard wate members of th€©ssewaBrandwag The
first internmentcamp was established on 6 September 1939 at Baviaanspoort near Pretoria.
The second was Leeukop, Rivomear Johannesburg and it was established on 21 September
1939. This was followed by Andalusia (the current Jan Kempaothe Northern Cape),
Ganspan (near Andalusia), Jagersfontein and Koffiefontein. There was a camp at Windhoek
Namibia( al so known as) , i Kluei nt hDasnzwags a transit
internees to the South Africa campsere is no campt Pietermaritzburg listed, so it is not
clear wty theearly tokencollectors included it as a camp where the tokens were used. The full
list of internment camps is therefore:

1 Andalusia camp
Baviaanspoort camp
Ganspan camp
Jagersfontein camp
Koffiefontein camp

Leeukop camp

= =4 4 4 A -

Windhoek camgNamibia,transitcamp)

On 22 September 1940, the administration of the interment camps were given to the
Department of PrisondNel (1948) mentiosmthat the camps were eventually placed under
control of the military with Colonel Strickland as Director of Internment Canfdter the
introduction of the emergency regulations, several prominent members of the OB were interned
as early as May 1940. O June 1940Die Burgerreported that 500 people were held in

the camps. By 12 November 1940, the figure more than doubled to al@@3idernees
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A drawing of the accommodation at the Koffiefontetarnmentcamp as given by Nel
(1948).

Drawing of theaccommodatiowf an internee at Katfontein (after Van der Schyff, 1991)

Parade at Koffiefontein camp (after Van der Schyff, 1991)
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STATE

CA
Long Lines

Relieve Congestion

UILDING programme necessitating an expenditure by
the Government of about £40,000 is in progress at
the Baviaanspoort internment camp on the outskirts of

AB

Pretoria.

With the rapid increase in the number of internees, In_
which the crew of the Watussi recently contributed a sub-|
stantial addition, and the prospect of other
being interned in the future, additional accommodation at
the Union's internment camps has

Meeting of

Supreme
War Council

MP
of Huts to

n crews

me necessary.

The Department of Public Works 18
therefore speeding up the erectign of
lng lines of hutments to relieve Ih!'
congeslion at Baviannspoort, where the |
interueses will be concentrated 0
future. In addilion minor extensions

internment camp, oenr the Johannes-
burg-Pretoria main road

B.A. Presa Association—Heuter
Parls, Tuesday.
A MEETING of the Sypreme waP|
Councl] was held in Parls this
morning, &t which Mr. Neville
Chambeniain, M. Daladler, the
French  Prime  Minister, and

General Gamelin, the French Com-
mander-ln-Chief, were present.

iory and farm colony, the huimenis
will Bl a useful purpest.
The extension of the institutlon as
|1 uhled before the war had besn
der considération for a number of
wau. and, although additional gcoom-
modation has now become DeCesSATy
for an eniirely diflerent reason, the
Deparument of Public Works is wking
agvantage of the opportunity to carTy

A communigué issued after the meet-
ing states that France was also repre-|
sented by M. G. La Chambre iMf
Minister), M. Champetier de
ltlnﬁrhtl&rw Poreign Armm!

{Commandes-in-

ml.l.d n‘ the NMavy). mmm:;h
m XAS
:upr m'r tha Porelgn Office).
it Britain was also represented
w Lord Halifax {Foreign Secretary
and Lovd Chetfleld (Minister for Oﬁ-
-ordination of Defence).
by Mr- Ronald {:unphulL
{of the Forsign Office’ and General
Bir Edmund Ironside (Chief of the
General S}
Welcoming the British representa-
tives, M. Daladier eongratulated Oreal

The Bupréme Council adas the
exnmuniqué, after a thorough' exami-
nation of the gemeral situation, notid

the complete identity of views of the
British and French Governments re-
garding all the guestions discussed.
‘The Council nod consequently taken |
decisions ond drawnm up mMEASURES
necessary to reinforce the means of
wctleny which are at the disposal af
Qreat Britain and Prance for collabo-

) | eramme aiso Includes separate quirters

= | imlikely that another internment eamp

rotion both m the diplomatle and

arre

out a bullding programme which would
In eny event have been necessary in
the mear future

DORMITORIES TO BE BUILT

The hutmenta have been cesigned In
!the form of dormitories. each housing
@ number of mternees. Each hutment
or bungnlow has been provided with
its gwn verandah. The bullding pro-

for the unmarried staff,

There are now mare than 300
internrd G and Lhis b
is experied shorily io rise o moce
than 1008 # dhe crews of olher

ships are seni to
the Union lor L

Because of the provision for extra
accommadation at Baviaanspoori it 18

wil = esizplished in the Union at
presenk.
Apart from a slight increase in the
ut!--ih-_:rs granted ihternces and
of the renh-
N special  ATTRDgements are
d.ﬂlwmlﬂd for the Chstmas season.
While no objection will be raised if
friends or relatives of internees wish
o send them such luxuries as clgars
and cigareites, there i no intention at
present on the part of the aulhotitics

are being carried out ot the Leeuwkop (w

SPENDING £40,000
ON INTERNMENT |

Chamberlain
Broadcasts

s}i
g8
i

§
¢ 5l

ks

i

een at

1ioms. Hﬂleh exist between Lhe Britlsh
| force and the French inhabitants.
“When I go back to England I shall
be able to take to all at home a most

COImLp

Hap|
for the Hew Year.

GUH F XISTENCE
DEPENDS ON
OUTCOME OF WAR

Col. Reilz

B.A. Press AssoclalionyReuler
London, Tuesday

completion of the conlgrence of

ﬂm“mununllh Minisiers held to
Ensune the combined strength
of the Empm: shall be appiled to the
winning of the war, the various repre-
sentatives issued a farewell message to
the prople of the British Empire.

Colonel Deneys Reite in his
Sge BRYEI—

men of British and Dutch

fathers and do Aot
aloof from the struggle. on the out-
come of which our very existence
We stand sguarely by Bri-
tain and Prance, knowing that without
them we have no foture and by thetr
shide we have no fear "

gir Mnammad Zafrulah Kahn

seued & sephrate  message  declaring

I.Miu loval co-gperation.

“WITHIN THE
LAW™ AT THE
METRO

It is n curious apnomaly of the law
that one can remain within it while

to pravide epesial  facilitles  for
internees for Christmas.

still breaking ik, That is m‘nm;

duringJunel941.
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Article in the Rand Daily Mail on 20 December 1939 describing the extension to the
Baviaanspoort Internment Camp. The tokens were only introduced a year and half later
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In contrast, thePrisoner of War campwere established to house the Italian and German
soldiers captuikin North and EastAfrica. The largest of these camps were at Zonderwater
near Pretoria, the Durban Road camp near Pietermaritzburg and the Kroonstadt ceamp.
reported that the Zonderveatfacility was one of the largest POW camps in the world and
could house up to 12000 captured soldiers (Van Graan, 2021). The maximum number
detained isinknown, however. For example, Kruger (1996) mention®@DmenBall (1967)

refers to anaximum mmberof 63000 on 31 December 1942A large number of smaller
POW camps werestablished as the need arose. Findlay and Ryan (2003) list more than forty
of these camps in South Africa. The Durban Roahpat Pietermaritzburg isoteworthyas

the authors mention that it housed Italian and German P@Wdso South Africarcivilians

were incarcerated therik was therefore not one of the Union internment camps.

Gazzini (1987 is an important reference as it describes the method of paymehe in
Zonderwater POW camhis reference is written in Italian and it had to be translated. It
refers toasocal | ed fApay booko FHFrosmmsSaptehbert 1842, anlorithly d et a i
payments were initiated and the arrears were also paid. In the payfleEsgh@risonethere
were columnsn whichthe amount paid to the particular individual was entered every month,
as well as purchases made. The necessary signatures accompanied the varioUfiemtries.
associated with these pay books were inscribéke booklet and were:
1 Prisonershouldnot hand their books to other persons without receiairggeipt.
1 If a prisoner loshis pay book, had to report itmmediatdy to the payment officer in
the block.
Lost books werereplaced at the expense of the prisoner.
Prisoners who alted the entries in the booklet auld be subjead to severe
punishment.
1 Provisions regarding the use of the payradia be issued from time to time.
Themonthly payments were as follows:
1 From the rank of sergeant to that of a marghaP shillings per month plus 15 shillings
at the end of each quarter.
1 For soldiers below the rank of sergear shillings per month plus 10 shillings at the
end of each quarter.
The allowances wergpenton items such as tobacco, cigarette paper, coffee or tea and hot

drinks. Apart from the pay bookg, seemshat normal cashespecially shilling pieceslid

11
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circulate inthe camput was scar ce. Apgrisohehwith @ handfuloof wr ot
shillings in his pocket was a rich man. And in Zonderwater the shillings spread with
astonishing ease thanks to the craftmanship, services and outdoor work that the prisoners
devoted themselves to with much fewbre a | s oSawing shilliegs, acdumulatirtem,

has always been difficult for everyone. But as the time of repatriation approaches, saving has

become a common goal for mamy.

The reference to shillingand not the otheroin denominationsis possiblyas a result of the

farm work done by the POWs at the pay ratBaaghilling a day. The Mail & Guardiarf2005)

wr o tLecal fafimers were delighted with the prospect of-tmst labour. However, a
backlash from white artisans and workers soon mehat the conditions of employment
strictly limited their use tdunskilled laboug at a shilling a day)Moore (2015) also confirms

this employmentfln South Africa, the Italians could also be fowahtracted out to farmers
although the Union government htacbe wary of Trade Unioobjections to their deploymeat

Ball (1967) mentions that thdD00 South Africans employed POWSs, mostly for agricultural
labour. Corgatelli (1987 )wrote that to alleviate the labour shortage in South Africa during the
war, Italian POWs from Zonderwater worked as labourers outside the camp for a wage of 1

shilling per dayApproximatelyl0-12% of the POWSs worked outside the camp

Daily wage of the Italian POWs if they worked as labourers outside the camps.

In summary, the POW camps did not make use aftieenment camp tokens and these tokens
were only used in the camps housing Union citizéites was also confirmed by the

documentation found in the National Archives of South Africa and is described below.

12
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CHAPTER 2

INTRODUCTION OF THE TOKEN MONEY SYSTEM

On 15 June 194iheCamp Commandants receiveléagthyletter describing the introduction

of the token money. ltwas o t e d Thie Anaended ruies for Internment Camps, approved of
by the Honourable the Minister for the Interior, provideRues11(b) and (d) and 16(o) (ii),

for the introduction of a tokemoney system in the Internment Campéfter the date of
introduction, itwould have beean offence for any internee to have money in his possession
and it would be confiscated and paid into Revenue. TEteer instructed th€ommandants to
request the number of tokens of each denominatianrestijbased on the camp population, the
requirements of thecantees, the 1/ per dayintemmentcampallowancegpaid every 30 days)

Tokensfor reserve requiremenghould also be requested

Strict requirements in terms of accounting of the tokesi® specified in the letteFhe use of
the tokengausedsignificant complexity in the money affairs of the camps as illustrated by the

exampla given in the letterOne such an example is copied below

fAN internee is released and has i tokens inhis possession, which Ineustexchange for
cash. He is furnished with a receipt from the Tek®ney Receipt Book, and the transaction
entered in the relative Tokenoney register and on his card. Thereupon he is paiftath

petty cash through the OrdinaCash Book, the necessary voucher being prepared and card

entered, as usudl.

Of particular interest to collectgi® understand the scarcity of the tokemas the requirement

t h aWhen afi internee is releakénally or on parole or transferred to another camp or
institution, the greatest care should be exercised to ensurelihtitkens in his possession

should be exchanged faash so as to obviate the possibility of forgefiytherefore seems
thattherisk of forgereswas a major driving force that caused so few of the tokens to survive.
The concluding paragraph of [Pattieulariced mustbe al s o
taken to ensure that the internees do not, on leaving the camps, whetiperagly or
permanently, take tokens with them, and that counterfeit tokens are not redeeiitesre
wasclearlyconcern about the risk of counterfeit tokens before it was even introduced into the

camps.

13
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CHAPTER
DESIGN AND MINTING OF THE INTERNMERTTOKENS

On 2 June 1941, the Director of the Internment Camps placed the order for thenakistier

to the Mint The numbers ordered are giviarthe tablebelow.

No. of Tokeng Denomination| Face Value
5 000 £1 £5000.0.0.
20 000 10/- £10 000.0.0.
20 000 2/- £2 000.0.0.
20 000 1/- £1 000.0.0.
20 000 6d £500.0.0.
20 000 3d £250.0.0.
24 000 1d £100.0.0.
129 000 £18 850.0.0.

A total of 129000 tokens witlaface value of £1850 was ordered. The number of £1 tokens
was only a quarter of the othdgenominationsind the 1arder was the largedt was noted in
the letter that theight sketches forwarded by the Mint was approexdept that the word
fiinterneaings Kamp® s houl d Wi Dicector of the Inteknment Camps requested
thatthe£1 and 10/pieces should be minted in radd the remainder in black. &Mint replied

on 3 Junel941that enough red fibre was availalbeit grey fibre will have tdoe used for the

other denominations. It was also possible to make the delivery at the end.of June

14
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Alle Brlewe moet gerig word aan dle DIREKTEUR.
All Communications to be addressed to the DIRECTOR.
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»
- UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA.—UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.

KANTOOR VAN DIE DIREKTEUR VAN INTERNERINGSKAMPE,
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF INTERNMENT CAMPS,

CONFIDENTIAL : BY HAND,

Sir,

SECURITY OF INTERNMENT CAMPS : INTRODUCTION
OF TOKEN MONEY SYSTEM,

With reference to your letter No.C.2/58/2
of the 27th ultimo, I wish to confirm verbal request
made to you today to proceed with the manufacture of
the necessary tools and dles reguired for the
production of £18,850.0.0 worth of fibre dilscs, as
indiceted hereunder:-

NO. OF TOKENS DENOMINATION FACE VALUE.

! 5000 ke £5000.0.0.
20000 10/- 10,000.0.0.

. ; 20000 2/= 2,000.0.0.
20000 /& 1,000.0.0.

20000 éd. 500.0.0.

20000 34. 250.0.0.

24000 14. 100.0.0.

129000 £18,850,0,0.

The elght sketches of the fibre discs forwarded
by you have been approved, as submitted, and the sizes
and wording as recommended are satisfactory. Kindly
note, however, that the worde 'Internerings Kampe' should

WM be one word - !Interneringskampe!’ .

It 1s understood that you will be able %o
produce the £1 and 10/- denominations in 'red' fibre and
the balance in 'black' fibre. This differentiation in
cololr 1s an essential requirement.

It is understood that the cost of the tools
and dies will amount to £180.0,0 approximately, and that
the charges for fibre discs will be at the rates indicated
in your letter referred to_abov e. some £133.0,
they 129,088 fokens referred to LA %ﬁe firs paéiggaghf"
hereof. {
If at all possible, I shall be glad if you

Qg d Ay will furnish me with four coples of the elght cketches
\ a8 these are required for 'Treasury' and 'Audit' purposes.

to introduce these tokens with
shall be pleased if you
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could kindly expédite production,
Kindly treat as confidential.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

) Colonel,
DIRECTOR OF INTERNMENT CAMPS,

-

The Deputy Master,
Royal Mint,
PRETORIA.

The choice of fibrenaterialfor thesetokenswas surprising. If there was a concern about the
possibility of forgeriesmetal tokens would have possibly made it more difficult to manufacture
counterfeit copietn the camps. The internment camgensused in Australia during WWII
were indeed metaltokens Interestingly, these are also now rare, especially the higher
denominations, as Wwasapparentlyagainst the Commonwealth Coinage Ackeep them in

circulation and it was meltedbwn after the war

The costs for the manufacturing of the tokenshownbelowand it was £295. This was less

than the total sum of £318venin theorder from theDirector of the Internment Camps.

16



wwwwwwmwwﬁ‘ww’

(To be retained by the Supplier). 20
’ Y (Wioet deur die verskaffer gehou word).
o A‘U\u f&uqc& ”J‘Mﬁ Order 0 E;D?D315
e e
Pl ’mndv:—L o lmccm. —

supply goods

S ‘dxenste * lewer
Geliewe dis volgende good l [

*for which purpose Rail warrant No._meme==""""' ig enclosed.
*vir welke d:z Spoorwegorder No. ingesluit is.

M (X16).

Allocation—

Vote aud smvian.
Sub-head. DIENS.
Tog uﬁcu.
Poa en
Bab-hoot.

i WWW g Cx/sz/z L4 a7/shy.

e | et Aoocoa n J5
el T /3&) oo
26, 6ve - ‘lg}g
S, 060 n Mg 4.
de, oo “ 34. A
soe - - =

i»:;»"sw Ko s «tﬂ-m, (80)| o8-+

Orderfor the manufacturing of the tokens and the dies.
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Invoice for the manufacturing of the tokens and the dies.
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The Mint in Pretoricnadexperiencewith fibre coins as imanufactuedthesec al | ed fAscho
moneyo issued to schools as a teaching aid.
1939 and it is speculated that the scarcity of metal during the warand Mi nt 6 s exp e
with these fibre coins resulted in the choice of fibre tokens for the cawapproof of this

hypothesis is currently available, however.

Example of fibre coins struck by the Mint as a teaching aid to schools.

The author was fortunate to have stumbled upon the original design drawingstdrim@ent
camptokens at the Mint during a visit on 8 March 2018. These drawing are reproduced below.
Only the reverse of the/-ltoken was included amongst the drawiagd the obverse of this
denominationvas notavailable The drawings arealuableto token collectors ai$ indicates
thatthe designer was Ernest Nay[&.N.) and the designs were made during May 1941. The
obverse designs are all dated381 and the rewse design was dated-%141. It seems as if

it was originally planned to manufacture English and Afrikaans tokeegsny denomination

but one languagir each desigwaslateradoptedas per instruction from the Director of the
Internment Campg he Afrikaans wordingn the 2/ reversalesignalsohadaspelling mistake
which had to be corrected.

An unsolved mystery is why square, oval and diamond shapes were selected fo6thard
3d tokens respectively. A round shape would have praklyrsimplified the process of
manufacturing the dies.

18



Original designs of the internment camp tokens as found amongst the historical material
stored by thé&outh AfricarMint.
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Reverse designs of the internment camp tokens amdigineal spelling mistakes on the-2/

Afrikaans token.

Designs othereversea for all the tokens.

Design of the one penngken
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LI

Design of the three penteken

Design of the six pend¢eken

Design of theneshilling token The design drawingpr this denomination was not available.
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Design of theéwo shilling token

Design of theéenshilling token

Design of thenepoundtoken
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The dimensions of the tokens are given in the table béloym the dimensions of the 1d, the
density of the compressed fibre was calcul&tdzeapproximately 110&g/me. In comparison,
papervaries from250 kg/n? (tissue paper) to 1500 kg?nespecialpaper) Normal printing
paper is approximately 800 kginThe fibre materialised for the tokenis therefore in the
upperrange of these paper densitidete that the £1 forgery is heavier than the genuine token

and this was also the case for the-I6fgery as mentioned in a letter from the Mint on 18

Novembe 1944, Ttese forgeries amiscussed in more detail in Chapter 5.

Malan (2022) Carroll et al. (2022)
Denomination | Mass (g) | Dimensions (mm) | Mass (g) | Dimensions (mm)
£1 0.7 22.06% 1.68 0.70 22.23 1.7
£1 (forgery) 0.83 22.33 1.9
10/- 0.5 19.353 1.78 0.54 19.33 1.7
2/- 1.4 26.093 25.933 1.73 1.43 26.03 26.0% 1.8
1/- 0.9 25.623 1.75 1.04 25.73 1.8
6d 0.7 24.03% 19.543% 1.72 0.71 24.0% 19.6% 1.7
3d 0.6 29.013 19.332 1.74 0.62 29.03 19.23 1.9
1d 1.6 32.223 1.78 1.61 32.33 2.0

Note describing the dies and the presses to be used for the minting of theNokertisatthe

2

fiKruger press was proposed for theinting of the2/- denomination.
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In terms of thdibre material, it appears from a handwrittenafound in the archives that this
material came in the form of sheets andsarious thicknessed.he thickness used for the
tokens wasprobably 1/16 inch, which equates to 1.59 mifhe slightly thicker token
measurements given in table above is probably the result dibtiee materialsqueezing
outwardsinto thedesign of thelies during the minting process. As the fibre material was
sourced in the form of sheets of size 7 fe8ffeet (213 cn¥ 91 cm), he blanks for théokens

had to be punched from tesheets.
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Note describing the fibreheetghat werein stockat the Mintin 1941

Themanufacturedokens were dispatched on 25 June 1941 as indicaiedddiyery note from
the Mint. This was an amazing effort as the otdgsroceed with the manufacturimgs only
received on 2 June 194lhe dies were also delivered to the Director of the Internment Camps
a few days earlier on 20 June 19#lb additionaltokens could therefore be struck aftieis
date.lt is not clear if thalieswere destroyed after the wasit will make an interestingset of

collectibles
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Delivery note for the token¥hese were delivered to the Directorisernment Camps.

Delivery note for th@ pairs of diesThese weralsodelivered to the Director of Internment
Camps.

25



oo ——rf—— i —— )

CHAPTER

THE GREAT TOKEN AUDIT

On 8 March 1943, CoL Strickland, the Director of the InternmePamps issued a note to all
the camp commanders to conduct an audit of the tokens in circulation in the various camps.
The internees haed in all the tokens in their possessiahwas counted and a list was
compiled of the numbers of tokens of each denominalibeconsolidatedist is of significant
historical value as it lists in which camps the tokens wereinsE#43 These were:

1 Andalusia

1 Koffiefontein

1 Baviaanspoort

1 Jagersfontein

1 Ganspan
This conclusively answers the question in which camps the tekeresusednd itconfirms
that the tokens were not used in the large Italian POW camp at Zonderwater. Interebgngly
Leeukop camp is not included in this Jiatthough the prmosed used of the tokens in this camp

was mentioned ialetter written by &ickland on 15 June 1941

The audit revealed a shortfall wkens to the value d&564.17.3 and it was attributed to the
following factors
1 Possible failure by the internees to hand in all the tokertssy might attempt to take
some of the tokens oof the camps as souvenirs.
1 There night have beetokens in the private belongings of the internees in the hospital
camps.
1 Internees nght have lostbkens.
1 Some bkensmight have beemlamaged and an exchangasnot asked for.
With regards to th&eepirg of souvenirs, Strickland emphasized that a strict seslrobld be
carried out on internees on release or transfer.afpears to have begary successful in the
end asduring 1947 when the tokens were destroyed, the sharffA259.17.lwasless than
half that of the 1943 numbejalsoseeChapter7). A key objective of the audit was to test if
therewereany forgeries in circulation in the camps and it was concluded by Strickland that
owing to the loss of tokens at each campias indicaive that no forgerieserein circulation

at that stage
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COPY/np, ' 24/8.,

8 March, 1943,

Segret.

IO ALL CAMP COMMANDANTS.

TOKEN-MONEY : GENERAL TEST OF POSITION.

. In view of the closing of the financial year on the
31st instant, I have decided to have a general test of the
token-money position at all my camps on the lst April, 1943,

Please instruct the Internees' Camp Representative(s)
at your camp to Furnish you with a 1ist, in triplicate, of
token-money held by each internee (and the canteen(s) in your
camp as at lst April, 1943,

The statement must give the following particulars:-

(1) (2)
No.of Internee; Name; Initials; Token money held and denomi-
nations of coins,

£1 10/- 2/- 1/- 6d 3d 1d Total

i SN SO 1 VIR Y )13
(4)
Internee's signatures as to Internee's signature in acknow-
correctness of column (2). ledgment of return- of tokens,

Internees must be instructed, in the form of a Camp Order,
to hand in all tokens in their possession to the Camp Representa-
tive(s) - and his assistants, if any - at a given time and a
stipulated place for counting and retention by him in order to
enable the latter to prepare the required list., The internees
must sign in column (4) as to the correctness of the statement and
must sign in column (5) when the coins are returned to them - as
soon as possible after 1/4/43, At each stipulated place an
officer, or a Senior N.C.0. of your staff, must supervise both
the collection and the re-issue of token money, Both the Camp
Representative and the Supervising Officer/N.C.0. must certify
the listso

Immediately upon receipt of the schedules, Camp
Commandants must prepare and submit to me, togsther with two
copies of the lists, a reconciliation statement of the token-
money position at each camp. Such statement must reflect:-

(i) The total amount of token-money received from me or
from other Camps since the introduction of the scheme, giving
the numbers of tokens of each denomination;

(1i) The number of tokens of each denomination returned
to this office or transferred to other camps (including tokens
spoiled, damaged, etc.)

(iii) The amount of unredeemed tokens as reflected in your
March, 1943 return;

(iv) The amount and number of tokens of each denomination
reflected on the Camp Representative's list, and :

(v) The amount and number
held i1, stock by you on 31

* tokens of each denomination

L. STRICKLAND

, COLONEL.
CAMPS.

[l
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TOKEN MONEY -" INTERNMENT CAMPS.

\

-E§§333"?3“*N——* £l 1o/~ 2/= 1/- 6d 3d 1d Value.
al

StockuZ;aat 1745 7710 5315 6900 8800 5200 5220 6783, 5. 0
DEFIC:B 1556 7654 5208 6778 8634 4695 4728 6526.18. 9
éssuedEﬁgY 189 56 107 122 166 505 492 246. 6. 3
Sgggieignzgin 711 6178 2500 3000 2160 2000 4040 4295.16. 8
§113/43 834 5969 2330 2699 1769 1243 2084  4058,12.11
EFICIENCY L2209 190 . 301 - 391 957 1056 .237, 3. 9

Issued to H/g
Clerk Bavigéns-

POOI‘t 2 8 4 =
Szock L 57 532 5000 5000 4200 6048 8391 5809.11, 3
4

2562 4525 4904 4922 4051 5666 7964 5766, 5, 8
DEFICIENCY 16 7 S6 78 149 382 427 455 25 LAY
Issued to
Ganspan. 260 640 360 300 440 160 660 646,18, 0
RTD to Stock 244 620 %33 288 406 146 540 615.18, 6
EEFTCIENCY 16 20 2% 12 34 14 120 504,165
Issued to
Jagersfontein 1600 600 900 900 650 1800 943, 2..6
Stock 1591 599 893% 891 024 1758 937, 9, 0
9 1 74 9 26 42 S el 9%

RESERVE STOCK. il 643 6696 4306 4539 6304 4405

SUMMARY OF STOCK DISTRIBUTION,

Issues
ANDALUSIA 1745 7710 5315 6900 8800 5200 5220
KOFFIEFONTEIN 711 6178 2500 3000 2160 2000 4040
H/0 CLERK 2578 4532 5000 5000 4200 6048 8391
JAGERSFONTEIN - 1600 600 900 900 650 1800
RESERVE STOCK 1) 643 6696 4306 4539 6304 4405
GANSPAN DEFICIENCYle 20 27 12 34 14 120
DAMGD COINS DES-

TROYED, = 2 ik 5 2 9 17

5061 20685 20139 20123 20635 20225 23993 £19292. 4. 2.

RECD FROM MINT 5061 20685 20139 20123 20635 20225 23993 £19292, 4, 2

DEFICIENCIES AS AT 31/3/43.

ANDALUSIA 189 56 107 122 166 505 492 246. 6. 3.
KOFFIEFONTEIN 77 209 170 301 2291 < 787 1056 237. 3. 9
H/O CLERK/BPT. 16 7 96 78 149 382 427 855 507
JAGERSFONTEIN - 9 b 7 9 26 42 5.13, 6
GANSPAN 16 20 27 12 34 14 120 30.16, 6
DAMGD. COINS - 2 il i 2 9 17 Yealldiy -8

298 303 402 525 751 1693 2154 564.17. 3

Hand

St§§;3723.a 4763 20382 19737 19598 19884 18532 21839 £18727. 6,11
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CHAPTER

THE FORGERIES

On 23 October 1944, the Camp Commandant at Koffiefontein, Lt. Col. JHJ van Rensburg,
issued an order that after 30 October 1944, no internee will be allowed to redeerthan

£4-0-0 worth of tokens. This order was deemed necessary as it appeared that hoarding of the
tokens was taking place ardffected the functioning of the payment system in the camp. To
prevent hardship, the internees could deposit the excess tokens for credit to their private
accounts. Any sums in excess of@d foundin the possession aiterneesafter 30 October

1944would be confiscated.

This instruction led to an unwelcome discovdryy WG Eden reported two days later that,
during the collection of the excess tokens on 25 October 1944, internee No. R Raf&tEher,

and internee No. 1190, EJ van der Merinendedm counterfeit £1 and 10fokens. The total
number of forgeries waseventyseventl tokens andine 10/- tokens Eden repogdt h alt : 0
noticed that these tokens had a peculiar appearance as to shade of colour and appearance and
| immediately instructedds. Jacobson who was with me to keep these tokens apart from the

remainder which had been handed in by the other interees.

The matter was handed over to the Police at Koffiefontein,Roettcher was arrested for

fibeing in possession @bunterfeit token moneydo Thi s | (8a299/1844)an 4t r i al
December 1944 the Magistrate court in Koffiefonteir total of seventysix £1 tokens and

eight 10/ tokens were submitted as evidence (oheachfrom the original totalvassent to

the Mint for analysis). There werewo accusednamelyNJC Pretorius and EF Roettchboth

South African citizens. EJ van der Merwe turned state witness and he was releesded Ik

camp at Koffiefontein after the trial. He testified tinadlds weremade for the forgeries and

the counterfeittokens were made from a mixture of asbestos, glupattg(f s t o p.V¥her f 0O
ingredients were mixed to the consistency of clay, placed in the mold and pressure was applied
by a screwmechanismTheimpra si ons f or med had an fAedged wh
This was removed with a pair of scissors #meledges of theokens weralsofiled smooth

after it was dry. The completed tokens were subsequently painted to enswrerisiig same
colouras the real tokené mold also existed for the XQdieces, but one half broke aidvas

destroyedhereafter A total of approximatelyl00 £1 and 106/forgeries were mad®©ne of
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the witnesses testified that internees were allowed to trade amonlysbthac using token
coins. The forgeries were never used in the cdrapwever.The outcome of the case was that
both Pretorius and Roettcher were found guilty and fined £15 or 2 months G.H.A. (the meaning
ofthisisnotclearpossi bl y i Gewaen Ag rhies dlo&p Har

Teleg, Adp
I:Ilo.. Add::n
e Briew

il 'Comm: nf:lnn gerig word aan die DIREKTEUR.
4 “ations to be addressed to the DIRECTOR.

Teletoon -~ %
Talayhoml t 5194/5/5,

! “Internments.”

By beantwoording gee op
_In reply please quote
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_UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA.—UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.
TREAS I L= |

KANTOOR VAN DIE DIREKTEUR VAN INTERNERINGSKAMPE,

/ &\ | OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF INTERNMENT CAMPS,
S& / | 1 w1944 51 bRETORIUSSTRAAT/STREET.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL,
BLOEMFONTET N,

i L]‘/Hb 13 PRETORIA. 30 QG'\' \SM ¢
Jein | Bt W0l Fof | :
THE SECRETARY FOR FINANCE, ) :
PRETORTIA, ) For information.
THE CONTROLLER & AUDITOR-GENERAL, )
PRETORTA, ) For information.
THE SECRETARY FOR JUSTICE, ) : :
PRETORIA, ) For information.
)
)

For information.

COUNTERFEIT TOKEN MONEY,

Your Authy F.4/115/13 dated 13.6.41, refers.

-———— 1. forward herewith for your information, copy of
my Camp Commandant, Koffiefontein minute No. P.M.6 dated
26.10. 44, together with annexures referred to therein.

iy Camp Commandant has been instructed to hand
the matter over to the S.A. Police at Koffiefontein.

As as I am aware, there has been no loss of
nt n ut the position 1s being investigated
' uainted with the result in due course.

.

Governme
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The Mint became involveals itwas requested to study the forgerie€lfanda 10/ counterfeit

tokenwas senttothe MinA s ampl e of H@ARhinoBoardo was al s«
as thee was concern that this may be used to manufacture the counterfeit tokens. The Chief
Assayer of the Mint found, howevehat this was not possible. He listed the corgtehthe

10/ forgery as:

27% combustible organic matter

35.5% silica

18.8% Calcium oxde

13.8% Alumina

4.9% Iron Oxide

= =/ =4 A

1 Trace: Magnesia
A detailed report was compiled r. JP Roux andt is illustratedbelow. He noted that an
examination of the beading was the easiest method to deternariekén wasgenuine or

counterfeit.

The Royal Mint in Pretoria and the coin presses on which the internment camp tokens were
struck.The Mint was requested to study the forgeines944
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Letter submitted to the Mint together with the counterfeit £1 anddk#ns
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